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WHY COURSE IS NEEDED 
The COVID-19 pandemic has posed significant challenges to the provision of TB care. Awareness of local and 
global TB epidemiology and a strong understanding of the long-term impacts of the COVID-19 pandemic are 
essential to address TB prevention and control needs in the future. TB mortality rates have increased due to 
reduced access to care, ongoing training and education are important for clinicians so they can develop and 
enhance skills in the diagnosis of TB, follow recommended treatment guidelines, and interact effectively 
with public health agencies. This educational activity will provide TB providers and programs with updates 
of the local and global status of TB control and discuss opportunities to strengthen pandemic response 
efforts in the future. 

COURSE DESCRIPTION & OVERALL GOAL 
This virtual conference will address the TB prevention and elimination efforts in New York City, in the 
United States, and across the globe. Topics will include an overview of current TB vaccine candidates and 
new drugs/regimens in the pipeline, the role of patients for TB advocacy and peer support, and the impact 
of COVID-19 on TB prevention and control globally and in the United States. 

COURSE REQUIREMENTS 
In order to meet the learning objectives and receive continuing education credits, participants are required 
to participate in the webinar and complete a post-webinar evaluation.  WHO SHOULD ATTEN 

OBJECTIVES 
Upon completion of this course, participants should be better able to:  

• Recognize the epidemiology of tuberculosis in New York City to make informed decisions about 
outreach interventions and allocation of resources.  

• Outline strategies to mitigate the potential long-term impacts of the COVID-19 pandemic on TB 
control programs. 

• Discuss the implementation of shorter TB treatment regimens, including increased adherence 
and decreased loss to follow-up. 

• Identify access to TB care is a health equity issue and explore public health strategies for 
reducing inequities. 

• Compare the rapid advances made in the development of effective vaccines for COVID-19 with 
current research on TB vaccines   
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FACULTY LIST 
 
Joseph Burzynski, MD, MPH 
Assistant Commissioner, Director 
New York City Department of Health and Mental Hygiene, Bureau of TB Control  
 
Kenneth Castro, MD 
Professor of Global Health, Epidemiology, and Infectious Diseases  
Rollins School of Public Health  
Emory University  
 
Namneet Gill 
Patient Advocate 
We are TB 
 
Neela Goswami, MD, MPH 
Medical Officer, Field Services Branch 
Division of Tuberculosis Elimination  
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention  
 
Tenzin Kunor 
Patient Advocate 
We Are TB  
 
Vicki Barnhouse  
Patient Advocate 
We Are TB  
 
Jackie Cuen 
Patient Advocate 
We Are TB 
 
 
 

PLANNING COMMITTEE 
 
Global Tuberculosis Institute 
Anita Khilall, MPH – Director of Education & Training 
Shwata Suresh Kumar, MPH – Health Educator  
 
New York City Department of Health and Mental Hygiene  
Elvy Barroso - PhD, MD, MSc, MS, MPH, RN – Professional Development Coordinator  
Nicole Heney – CDC PHAP/Training & Outreach Specialist  
Daphne Juste, LHHC – Director of Education  
Teresa Mark, MPH – Health Educator  
Farah Parvez, MD – Director of Training & Outreach  
Shaila Rao, EdD – Director of Outreach 

AGENDA 
 
 
12:00 pm Overview & Introduction  
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12:05 pm TB in New York City – Joe Burzynski, MD 

 12:35 pm CDC Guidelines Updates - Neela Goswami, MD, MPH 

 12:45 pm Q&A   

 12:55 pm We Are TB: Peer Support Services for Patients 

  Tenzin Kunot, Namneet Gill, Vicky Barnhouse and Jacquelin Cuen  

 1:15 pm  Q&A  

 1:20 pm  Reimagining TB Elimination: Lessons Learned from the COVID-19 

Response - Ken Castro, MD  

 2:00pm Closing Remarks and Break  

 2:30 pm     *Panel Discussion: TB Advancements in Post-COVID Era                              
- TB advocacy efforts – Rhea Lobo 
- TB Vaccine Pipeline  – Lewis Schrager, MD  
- Shorter regimens – Eugene Sun, MD  

  4:00 pm – Adjourn 
 
*Continuing Education Credits will not be awarded for the panel session.  

 

CONTINUING EDUCATION INFORMATION 
In support of improving patient care, this activity has been planned and 
implemented by Rutgers Biomedical and Health Sciences and the New York City 
Department of Health and Mental Hygiene. Rutgers Biomedical and Health 
Sciences is jointly accredited by the Accreditation Council for Continuing Medical 
Education (ACCME), the Accreditation Council for Pharmacy Education (ACPE), 
and the American Nurses Credentialing Center (ANCC), to provide continuing 
education for the healthcare team. 

PHYSICIANS:  Rutgers Biomedical and Health Sciences designates this live activity for a maximum of 2.0 AMA 
PRA Category 1 Credits™. Physicians should claim only the credit commensurate with the extent of their 
participation in the activity.  

NURSES: This activity is awarded 2.0 ANCC contact hours. Nurses should claim only those contact hours 
actually spent participating in the activity. 

PEER REVIEW STATEMENT 
In order to help ensure content objectivity, independence, and fair balance, and to ensure that the content 
is aligned with the interest of the public, this content has been reviewed by non-conflicted, qualified 
reviewers. This activity was peer reviewed for relevance, accuracy of content and balance of presentation 
by Anita Khilall, MPH and Shwata Suresh Kumar, MPH. 

DISCLOSURE DISCLAIMER 
In accordance with the disclosure policies of RBHS and to conform with Joint Accreditation requirements 
and FDA guidelines, individuals in a position to control the content of this educational activity are required 
to disclose to the activity participants: 1) the existence of any relevant financial relationship with any 
ineligible company, i.e., a company whose primary business is producing, marketing, selling, re-selling, or 
distributing healthcare products used by or on patients, within the past 24 months; and 2) the identification 
of a commercial product/device that is unlabeled for use or an investigational use of a product/device not 
yet approved. 

Ward, Elizabeth
List faculty for this agenda item
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Financial Disclosure 
 
The following faculty and planning committee members have no relevant financial relationships with 
ineligible companies to disclose: 

Joe Burzynski, MD, MPH   
Elvy Barroso, PhD, MD, MSc, MS, MPH, RN 
Vicky Barnhouse  
Jackie Cuen 
Ken Castro, MD  
Neela Goswami, MD  
Namneet Gill  
Nicole Heney 
Daphne Juste, LHHC 
Tenzin Kunor  
Anita Khilall, MPH  
Teresa Mark, MPH  
Farah Parvez, MD  
Shaila Rao, EdD 
Shwata Suresh Kumar, MPH  
 
RBHS Center for Continuing and Outreach Education Staff 
Elizabeth Ward, MSJ, Executive Director has no relevant financial relationships to disclose. 
 
Off-Label/Investigational Use Disclosure 

This activity does not contain information of commercial products/devices that are unlabeled for use or 
investigational uses of products not yet approved.    

CONTENT DISCLAIMER 
The views expressed in this activity are those of the faculty. It should not be inferred or assumed that they 
are expressing the views of any manufacturer of pharmaceuticals or devices, or Rutgers. It should be noted 
that the recommendations made herein with regard to the use of therapeutic agents, varying disease states, 
and assessments of risk, are based upon a combination of clinical trials, current guidelines, and the clinical 
practice experience of the participating presenters. The drug selection and dosage information presented in 
this activity are believed to be accurate. However, participants are urged to consult all available data or 
procedures before using them in clinical practice. Rutgers reserves the right to modify the activity content 
and faculty if necessary. 

COPYRIGHT 
Copyright©2022 Rutgers, The State University of New Jersey. All rights reserved including translation into 
other languages. No part of this activity may be reproduced or transmitted in any form or by any means, 
electronic or mechanical, including photocopying, recording, or any information storage and retrieval 
systems, without permission in writing from Rutgers. 

Please direct continuing education related questions to CCOE at ccoe@rbhs.rutgers.edu 

Please direct content or course related questions to Shwata Suresh Kumar at ss2980@rutgers.edu  

FUNDING DISCLOSURE 
Funding for this conference was made possible by the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. The views 
expressed in written conference materials or publications and by speakers and moderators do not 
necessarily reflect the official policies of the Department of Health and Human Services, nor does the 
mention of trade names, commercial practices, or organizations imply endorsement by the U.S. 
government.  
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